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Co-creation in Responsible
Research and Innovation (RRI):
Lessons learnt
The European Commission has identified co-creation as an important part
of RRI and although it is not one of the 6 thematic elements it looks like it
will be crucial in the next framework programme of Horizon Europe.
What has become apparent is that across projects and policies the concept
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of co-creation raises high expectations.
University College London's team members Melanie Smallman and Trupti
Patel have examined how co-creation has been understood and
operationalised in EU funded projects and policies. The many lessons learnt
are summarised in the RRI research landscape report and have helped
us inform the next stages of the SISCODE project and we thought that
they will be of great use for the rest of the community.  
In a nutshell, what have they found?
Projects working on conceptions of RRI aspire towards citizen-led
practices, in which citizens become the decision-makers and exhibit
higher levels of control.
In practice, however, the level of participation adopted by projects
range from co-creation to consultation, with many tending to fall
towards the consultation end of the spectrum.
Throughout policy, theory and practice, there were calls to
institutionalise co-creation processes such that participants are
sufficiently rewarded for implementing co-creation methods and that
it becomes embedded in the innovation process.
Methods and objectives of co-creation need to be explicit and
carefully selected to be appropriate to the subject, context and
people. Also, we need to be clear about the objectives of co-creation
and participation exercises.
Participants from all stakeholder groups will need to take part in these
co-creation processes and sessions will need to be well facilitated.
Taking into consideration the momentum these methodologies are gaining
and their expected impact in future research programmes, we would
recommend the reader to have a look at the complete research
results here.
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Co-Creation in Responsible
Research and Innovation (RRI)
practices and in Science,
Technology and Innovation
policies at a glance
The governance of science and innovation is a growing concern for our
democracies. One of the key questions is who should be the legitimate
actor making decisions around which innovation should be developed and
rolled out. And as a response, two major policy-making trends are
emerging. The first is the growing influence of RRI, which puts emphasis
on broad public engagement in policymaking, moving from "traditional"
forms of consultation towards co-creation as a way of more deeply
involving society in contributing and directing policies. The second one
concerns the attempts to include design knowledge in policy formation
and implementation, which has a view in creating policies more open to
participation, experimentation, as well as being more responsive to the
local contexts.
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Our research teams have produced an important piece of research around
these topics. They have divided it into 5 different areas: 1) ideal versus real
policymaking, 2) the concept of co-creation applied to policy-making 3)
specificities of co-creation in STI policy-making, 4) introduction of
design approaches, and 5) an analysis of the notion of co-creation within
RRI.
The research has yielded a number of results that cannot be summarised in
a single newsletter, but to give you a taste of the results here are the main
findings:
Bridging the gap between policy ideation and implementation calls for
a combination of top-down and bottom-up approaches.
Policy cycles are ideal models of the policy process meant to achieve
efficiency and effectiveness but that are far from reality.
Context matters! Policies, programmes and measures cannot be
moved from one domain or place freely
Co-creation requires cultural and organisational transformation.
Citizens and stakeholders may assume different roles in the cocreation process.
We need to establish the credibility and value of public perspectives.
The outputs of co-creation need to fit the machinery of policymaking.
Policies may be seen as objects of design: design approaches seem to
be particularly apt at handling complex and undefined problems.
Effective processes and tools must fit their context.
No need to reinvent the wheel: the tool you are looking for is probably
out there.

SISCODE Co-creation Labs are: Krakow Technology Park (KTP),
Krakow; PA4ALL, Novi Sad; Thess-AHALL, Thessaloniki; Fab Lab Barcelona,
Barcelona; Polifactory, Milan; Underbroen, Copenhagen; Cube design
museum, Kerkrade; Pavilhão do Conhecimento - Ciência Viva, Lisbon; Science
Gallery Dublin, Dublin; and Traces, Paris.

Siscode Newsletter #3:

Polifactory

Underbroen

Polifactory is a multidisciplinary,

Underbroen is tomorrow’s prototype

interdepartmental research lab

and pre-fabrication facility where

developed by the departments of

traditional craftsmanship is combined

Design; Mechanical Engineering; and

with modern digital production

Electronics, Information and

technologies. We help Makers develop

Bioengineering from Politecnico Milano.

and scale their projects in a vibrant,

Launched in 2015, Polifactory aims to

creative and collective environment in

explore the relationship between

the heart of Copenhagen, and facilitate

design and new digital manufacturing

meetings between Makers, businesses

processes, promoting a new culture of

and organizations, citizens and

making.

institutions.

For SISCODe, Polifactory will explore

Underbroen is exploiting how to co-

the potential of co-design, new

create better and more liveable cities

production models and user innovation

through local production and digital

for the next health adn wealth

prototyping in Copenhagen.

ecosystems

Science Gallery Dublin
28 May - Prototyping solutions with Stakeholders

Undebroen
6-8 June: Respons Festival 2019: Plastic Recycling Workshop (Circular Design
& Production)
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TRACES
23 May - An evening around GDPR
2 July - Open day on Artificial Intelligence

PA4ALL
18 May- Presentation of challenges by the agricultural schools at the Science
Fair in Novidad. The best one will make it to the prototyping phase

Pavilhão do Conhecimento
8 June: Ideation session with university students and start-ups at 7 seas
summits

Fab Lab Barcelona
28 May & 1 June: El Barri Circular #1: Inmerse into emerging projects and
engage with future scenarios
8 & 11 June: El Barri Circular #2: Learn & practice in the Bio-Waste Alchemist
Kitchen
11 & 15 June El Barri Circular #3 Learn & practice with service design tools &
rapid prototyping
28 June - El Barri Circular #4 Convivial Agora for project selection

Polifactory
29 May - co-design workshop to build solutions on improving the movement of
young stroke survivors
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